Article 3: The Judicial Branch
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T'he Judicial Branch Marshall was

Section 1. Federal Courts the first African
The main purpose of the Suprense Court is to interpret American to
laws based on the meaning of the Coastitution. Once the serve on the

meanings of laws, and the Constitution itself, are
established, Jower courts cam use the interpretations to Sypreme Court.
decade legal cases in a court of law, A foderal judge holds His career was

office for life unless impeached and found guilty of illegal
acts. The salarics of judges cannot be lowered while they marked by

serve. This prevents Congress from peessuring judges by fnany

threatening to cut their pay. | important

' cases involving
civil rights.

Section 2, Jurisdiction

Clause 1. Types of Cases
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Clause 2. Original and Appeals Cases

he Supteme Court has “original jurisdicton” in
A5¢5 1that involve the states o1 foresen countries
Such cases go directly to the Supreme Court Al
sther cases stact [us In the lower courts. Thy
lecisions of these courts may be appealed 10 the

wpreme Court. Nearly all caves heard by the
supreme Court begin in the lower courts Supreme COUrt 2009
Clanse 3. Trial by Jury

Anvone accused of a federal crimne has a nght ¢

3 qurv il The teial 13 10 be held in the vate

where the crime was comminted The only

EXNCEPIon to these rules is impeachment trials Sandra DaY
O’Connor was the
first woman to
serve on the
Supreme Court.

Section 3. Treason

Clanse 1, Defining the Crime

freason 15 defined 25 making war against the ¢

nited States or 2iding 1y ¢ ey, Convactng O’Connor V'das
someone of HeAsOn o not ¢a At least two appo’nted n 1981
LOESSes mwst teviity In urt that they saw the by Ronald
accused commit an At of ticason, O the Reagan.
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Clause 2. Limits of the Punishment
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